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minds were concentrated on their own agony, to the
exclusion of other people's petty discomforts. But
Roger Casement was not like most people. There was
something in him that made it impossible for him to
be self-absorbed, however strange and desperate his
circumstances might be. Perhaps the keynote of his
nature might be found in that sentence with which he
explained his loyalty to Ireland, and the reason he
felt no loyalty to the Empire that governs her by force.
' Loyalty/ he said, ' is a sentiment, not a law. It rests
on love, not on restraint/ The same might be said
of the shining qualities in his own character. They
were not founded on mere laws or external restraints,
but on a great universal love of human beings, and
goodwill to all men. It was his nature to consider and
feel for other people's difficulties, sufferings and hopes
with no careful and forced unselfishness, but with an
enthusiastic and eager affection, that no private
suffering of his own could dull, and that made him lose
entirely the limited personal point of view common
to most people. It would be easy in defence of this
view to quote the known facts of his noble and self-
sacrificing cause,—to say that he threw away health
and ordinary human happiness through years of hard
and terrible work, in unhealthy climates, trying to
bring to light atrocities and cruelties in Putumayo
and the Congo, and saving thousands of innocent
victims from outrage, mutilation and death. Indeed,
it might be said of him that the desolate and oppressed
never appealed to him in vain. The loyalty that is
founded on love had a very different effect on his life
to that of the more common form of loyalty founded on
mutual hate, self-interest and fear. Instead of making
him bitter against others, it deepened his sympathies
with all oppressed nations, and made him, besides
being the champion of Ireland, a fighter in the cause of
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